
 

 

Meeting Minutes 

September 17, 2025​  

Start time: 7:09 pm  

President’s Welcome: Jenn Chang 
Our PTO is a group of parents and teachers working alongside 
administration and school community to provide the best school experience 
for our kids. The purpose of this monthly meeting is to create face to face 
connection for families and provide a download on what’s going on at the 
school and PTO. While the PTO took some time to relax and spend time 
with family this summer, we’ve kept the momentum going, with our 
Community Table at the town’s Farmer’s Market, and preparing for our 
Back to School events such as sponsoring Welcome Back Sign for all 
students, our ice cream social tradition for new students, and of course 
welcoming back our staff and teachers with breakfast.  
 

Elementary Principal’s Report: Corby Swan 

Principal Swan’s PTO Meeting Elementary School Report - Sept. 17, 2025. 
We are really excited for this school year. Today was picture day, so 
hopefully your child was able to take their photo. If they were unable to, 
there will be a photo make-up day on Tuesday, November 4th. 

Academic Focus 



The school year is off to a great start. In math, my elementary staff will 
continue to use the Ready Mathematics Program and the i-Ready 
diagnostic assessment tool in grades K - 3, with our 4th graders continuing 
to use the Big Ideas Math Program while using IXL as the diagnostic 
assessment tool. The 4th grade programs transition nicely into middle 
school. 

For ELA, we will continue to use the i-Ready diagnostic assessment tool in 
grades K - 2, with grades 3 and 4 using IXL as the diagnostic assessment 
tool. Grades K - 3 will also continue to use the Sound Start phonics 
program. 

Benchmark Advance 

Our biggest undertaking this year will be the implementation of our grades 
K - 4 ELA program called Benchmark Advance. If you remember last 
school year, we piloted the program in grades 2 and 4 and it was extremely 
successful. Now, we will use the program in K - 4 and also use their 
Diagnostic Assessment Tool called Assess 360. 

NJSLA 

I know that Mrs. Zugale will be doing a presentation soon but in my review 
of the data, I saw improvement in both ELA and Math. One of the biggest 
takeaways for me as I reviewed the data was the high number of students 
that met or exceeded expectations in 4th grade ELA, which is significant 
because leading up to the NJSLA for five months we piloted the 
Benchmark ELA program in Grade 4, so I am excited about this program 
and what it offers our teachers and students moving forward as we will see 
it in all grades K - 4. I was also excited about the number of students who 
met or exceeded expectations in 3rd Grade Math, which is a good sign as 
we continue to use the Ready Mathematics Program with i-Ready as our 
tool. 

Back to School Night 



We are preparing for Back to School Night on Thursday, September 25th 
where we get to highlight our programs and initiatives. Please remember 
that Back to School Night is not the time to speak to your child’s teacher 
individually. Only parents are invited to this Event. 

School Closings 

School is closed on Tuesday, September 23rd for Rosh Hashanah and 
onThursday, October 2nd in observance of Yom Kippur. Thank you to the 
PTO for all that you do! 

 

Middle Principal’s Report: Lauren Zugale 

Welcome back! 

- The MS Handbook was updated- no significant changes. 

- The Community Service Handbook was updated- 6th grade hours no 
longer calculated by the school, but community service time is still 
encouraged. 

- Reminder that all students should be bringing the following to all classes: 
Chromebook in the school-issued case, student agenda, and a writing 
utensil. All other items should be stored in locked lockers during the school 
day, including cell phones and extra bags. 

- Students will complete IXL reading, writing and math baseline testing this 
week to provide baseline data for instruction. 

- MS students are encouraged to advocate for themselves as much as 
possible; we teach students how to use their own resources to answer 
potential questions (agenda, Google Classroom, class notes, etc.) and how 
to communicate with their teachers. Sometimes, students need help from 
families to advocate. Should you have any questions as a parent, please 
contact the teacher directly, preferably through district email. Ms. Deckhut, 
MS school counselor is a helpful resource as well. 



- Data from the 2025 NJSLA administration will be presented at the 
October BOE meeting. 

- The Middle School Back to School Night will be on Tuesday, September 
30th. The format will be the same as last year, with 5 sessions- ELA, Math, 
Social Studies, Science, and Cafe (specials, World Language, student 
services, PTO table, etc). Parent schedules 

- The school building has returned to using bells for the start and end of 
each class period. 

- Upcoming dates: 

- Kean University’s Human Rights Institute on-site guest speakers grades 
5-8 in September 

- Anticipated Walking Trip to Jacobus Vanderveer House grades 5 & 8 in 
October 

- Anticipated Grade Level Trip to the New Jersey School of Conservation in 
Stokes State Park grade 5 in October 

- Anticipated Halloween Costume Contest sponsored by the BTS Student 
Council 

- Marking Period 1 midpoint- October 3rd 

- Anticipated Career Day in November for grades 7 & 8 

Teacher Representative: Patricia Leonti and Beth Rosnell 
Back to school has gone very smoothly. We are looking for 100% support 
from the teachers, hoping  
Music Department: Music programs are getting back up and running. Band 
and Orchestra began this week, handbell begins next week 9/22. Mr. 
Copeland, Treble chorus for grades 3 & 4, and new middle school joining 
concert choir grades 5. Jazz band and choir rehearsal will begin the first 
week of October. Getting everything all up and running and back to school.  
 



BOE: Laurie Anderson & Gabe Wickizer 
Jennifer is sending out monthly board briefings. They are a lot less dense 
and very helpful, Stay tuned for updates. 
 
Vice President:  Fareeha Rahim

I’m so sorry to be missing the very first PTO meeting! While I can’t be here 
in person, I’m honored to serve on the PTO board this year and to work 
alongside such a dedicated group of parents. I’m thrilled to be part of this 
amazing team who are already walking you through the exciting plans 
ahead. 

I’d like to share a brand-new initiative the PTO, in partnership with the 
school, has been preparing—our very first Bedminster School Pumpkin 
Patch! 

This is a first for our community, and we’re inviting all Bedminster students 
and faculty to join in. Be sure to follow us on Facebook and Instagram for 
updates as we get closer. 

We’re also busy planning a Spooktacular Family Night. To make it a 
success, we’ll need volunteers—especially for check-in and serving pizza 
that evening. Traditionally, moms have been front and center, but this year 
we’d love to see more dads get involved too! So please, sign yourselves 
up—or encourage your partners to join in the fun. You can email us or let 
us know tonight if you’re interested. 

At the same time, we’re exploring a few other family events to bring our 
community together, so stay tuned. 

Wishing everyone a wonderful school year, and I look forward to seeing 
you all soon! 

 
Secretary’s Report: Lauren DiMeo 
Welcome back! A thank you came in from the kindergarten team for all the 
help organizing the kindergarten orientation and ice cream social. It’s a 
great way to set the tone for the year. Also a big thank you to all the 
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parents who volunteered with the kindergarten drop off and pick the first 
few days of school. The extra hands helped things move smoothly and sets 
students up for success moving forward.  
Ms Isello, Ms Davies and Ms wysocki  
 
Another thank you from the principals for the teacher welcome back 
breakfast and all the volunteer help getting the year started with a warm 
welcome back.  
 
June minutes approval: Danielle Fardella and Sam Gunstrom  
​   

Treasurer’s Report: Nadine Griffiths​  

Report is available on PTO website www.bedminsterpto.org 

Inflows: $603.43 

Outflows: $6,118.32 

Main Account Balance: $96,149.36  

50/50 Raffle Balance: $300 

Total Cash Available:  $95,849.36  

PTO will be collecting memberships via square, apple pay and paypal this 
year. 

New Business 
 
Dine & Donates: Kim Neuss 
Delicious Heights is next, they donate a certain amount of proceeds back to 
the PTO. The first one is October 15. Come grab an app and drink and get 
to know everyone. It is all day and includes take out orders. Mark your 
calendars!  
 
Assemblies: , Krista Hudak, Sheryl Roman-Picado Fareeha Rahim
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First one is is Skate for life. One for elementary school and Oct 1, 2025
middle. A group of professional skateboarders will perform as well while 
intertwining positive messages about nutrition, healthy living, motivation. 
Forces of motion, for middle school, it's a physics assembly, March 26. 
Unique game show, both elementary and middle school, use audio/video 
clips with trivia and get children involved. Black history month in February, 
Soul steps will be joining us and showing us the language of rhythm.  
 
Spirit Wear: Samantha Grundstrom, Allison Opperman, Melina Bolanos, 
Beth Malinis 
We found some really great additions including a rainbow tye-die which has 
been a big hit. We are working on the website which is launching the day of 
fall fest so get excited. We are working on a bulk order to ship directly to 
the school. 
 
8th Grade (non PTO): Laurie Anderson 
Starting out and figuring details, stay tuned for information 
 
Spring Fling: Mark your calendar, more info to come Apr 17, 2026
 
Ongoing Committees  
Homeroom Parents: Danielle Fredella, Jenn Chang & Jen Tierney 
8th Grade (non PTO): Laurie Anderson 
PR / Social Media: Anne Van Druff and Lauren DiMeo   
Bulletin Boards: Danielle Fredella  
Spooktacular: Farehha Rahim 
Dine & Donates: Kim Neuss 
Helping Hands: Christina Frescki 
PTO Meeting Schedule - All In-Person Meetings will be held in Faculty 
Lounge 
November 19, 2025  
*Please note: ALL MEETINGS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT ANY TIME 
 
PTO Membership: Executive Board 
Fee: $15 per family $10 per teacher/staff/admin 



 
Homeroom Parents: Danielle/Jenn C/Jen T 
Scholastic Book Fair: Danielle, October 6th-10th 
Fall Fest: Jenn/Sheryl R-P, 10/11 
Spirit Wear: Samantha/Allison/Beth, Online Store Launch October 11th 
Spooktacular & Pumpkin Patch: Fareeha 10/24 
Assemblies: Fareeha/Krista/Sheryl R-P 
8th Grade Committee  
Spring Fling: Executive Board - 27th Annual Gala, April 17th 
 
 
Public Comments: 
Community hours update, check the handbook to confirm hours for seventh 
graders 
 

Closing Notes: Jenn Chang 
Next Meeting: October 15, 2025  
 
Volunteers: Day of volunteer, signup sheets are in the back for Fall fest, 
spooktacular. If you are interested in getting involved in events please 
reach out. Social Media/Website is looking for volunteers, Anne is 
graduating out and if anyone is interested in volunteering please reach out 
to shadow the current group.  

Meeting Closed at 7:40 pm 

 

COMMENTS – We welcome any comments from the floor.  However, 
please direct any questions specifically pertaining to your child(ren) 
to the appropriate person after the meeting or to the appropriate 
administrator during school hours. This meeting is recorded for the 
purpose of writing minutes and to have a factual record of the 
meeting once minutes are submitted recordings are deleted. 

  



  
 
 


