MINUTES

BEDMINSTER TWP PTO ¢+ 234 SOMERVILLE RD + BEDMINSTER, NJ 07921 « PHONE: 908-234-0768

Meeting Minutes (virtual)
June 17, 2026
Start time: 7:04 pm

President’s Welcome: Jenn Chang

Welcome thanks for joining us for the last meeting of the year. A lot has been happening
in the last couple months including our annual Spring Fling gala, Teacher Appreciation
lunch, and Family Game Night. We were honored to sponsor the Kona Ice Truck for PE
days this week. The board also met to go through our annual financial review and put
together a budget proposal for 2026-27 that we’ll be sharing later tonight along with
election of a new board for next year.

Elementary Principal’s Report: Corby Swan

Instruction

We made great strides with the continued use of our Benchmark ELA
program, our Releasing Writers (Formerly called Think SRSD) program, our
Ready Mathematics program, our TCIl Keep Science Alive program, and
our Sound Start Phonics program. | want to send a shout out to the
teaching staff for taking on these new programs. We are really looking
forward to seeing continued growth next year.

4th Grade Promotion

Today | had the honor of having a promotion ceremony for 4th Grade 35
students as they prepare to move to 5th Grade. The 4th Grade teachers did
an excellent job of organizing this event. They also celebrated some
students who were able to complete the 40 book challenge in 4th Grade.

Bedminster Rock Band

Mr. Lefurge put together a Rock Band that performed at the Band and Jazz
Band Concert on Wednesday, May 20th. We performed a song called 25 or
6 to 4 by the band Chicago. The band members were me, Dr. Zugale, Mr.
Lefurge, Mr. McNamara (Science Teacher - this past year’s educator of the



Year), Mr. Kane (French teacher), Mr. Aggabao (Paraprofessional), Mr.

Gunn (Paraprofessional), Ms. Skiba (elementary teacher), Mrs. Collins

(special education teacher), Ms. Evans (special education teacher). We
had an awesome time and got some great feedback from parents, staff
members, and students.

PreK Prom

June 4th - Approximately 20 students participated. Each student came
dressed up, | was the MC and the planning and preparation was done by
Ms. Leonti, Mrs. Eck, and many other staff members who work with our
PreK students. Each student received a certificate for a superlative award.
It was a fun and amazing event.

PE Field Day

Thank you to the PE Department who organized a phenomenal PE Field
Day on Monday, June 15th. This year they used a theme of various
countries which aligned well with the World Cup. Students used teamwork,
sportsmanship, faced challenges, got a little wet with some water activities,
and of course had some Kona Ice (Thanks of course to our amazing PTO).

Middle Principal’s Report: Lauren Zugale
Thank you to the PTO for supporting field trips this year: 5th grade: Liberty Science

Center; 6th grade: Stokes State Park; and 7th grade: Grounds for Sculpture. All were
fun and educational. Today was PE Field Day run by the PE Department, as well as a
visit by the Kona Ice Truck courtesy of the generosity of the PTO.

- 8th grade promotion is just around the corner! Students attended BHS 9th grade
orientation and enjoyed their trip to Hershey Park. Representatives from Clarence Dillon
Library regarding required HS summer reading will be in the building this week.

Promotion practice, an 8th grade breakfast, issuing of student awards, and our
traditional clap out are all in the works. Promotion is on June 24th at 5:30pm. A letter
outlining details of the event was shared with families.

- The Student Council recently organized two fun activities - a talent show and staff
versus students kickball game! A huge shout out to our Student Council members and
advisor who work hard to support a positive and collaborative school community!

- Congratulations to our BTS softball team and Literacy Club, whose players/members
had huge success this season.

- We held two informative 5th grade orientation meetings. | presented during the
evening to current parents and guardians of 4th grade students, highlighting key



changes upon starting 5th grade. Secondly, our school counselors with the help of some
current 5th

grade student volunteers presented to our current 4th graders in an assembly today
with a question and answer session. Our 4th graders are ready for the transition to
middle school!

- We are excited about all of the academic student progress this school year based on
our benchmark assessments and classroom data. We encourage you to support your
child to always strive to do their best school work and persevere through challenges.
We are especially proud of the recent School Performance Report from the NJDOE.

- The district Al/Technology Committee has established a BTS Al Best Practices for
Parents. This is an area of continued focus for the district.

- Please refer to the monthly Bulldog Bulletin for Parents shared by Mrs. Kathy Smith,
which contains live links to important and timely information. Thank you parents. |
appreciate your ongoing support and partnership!

- Please review end of the year eblasts and emails. They will include important
information from the Health Office, technology department, and preparation for next
school year.

- Thank you again for a fabulous school year and wishing everyone a safe and healthy
summer! We look forward to seeing students for Extended School Year, if eligible, as
well!

Teacher Representatives: Patricia Leonti & Beth Rosnell

The teachers at Bedminster School are hard at work wrapping up a successful year! We are
involved in lots of parties, daily activities, move up days, promotion ceremonies, and
presentations. We would also like to say that we are so fortunate to have our PTO and to have
their support. We appreciate all of the things you do to make us feel special, lunches, raffles,
breakfasts etc. and we appreciate all the times we hear "Yes" when asking for cool experiences
and grants! We hope you all have a wonderful summer and are looking forward to what next
year brings! Thank you!

Board of Education (BOE): Laurie Anderson
For more information please visit
https://www.bedminsterschool.org/administration/board-of-education

Secretary’s Report: Lauren DiMeo
We received hand written thank you notes from the first grade for having our local
celebrity EImer the penguin visit. Also kindergarten sent in a hand written card for their


https://www.bedminsterschool.org/administration/board-of-education

Rizzos visit. I'll pass these around. From our BEA, thank yous for the teacher
appreciation lunch and also sponsoring our teachers for spring fling.
I'll pass these around as well.

March Minutes Approval: Hiba & Beth Marleni

Treasurer’s Report: Nadine Griffiths

The full report is available on the PTO website: www.bedminsterpto.org
Inflows: $0

Outflows: $17,463.96

Main Account Balance: $102,800.26

50/50 Raffle Balance: $300

Total Cash Available: $103,100.26

Family Night: Allison O/Fareeha

New Business
Homeroom Parents: Danielle/Jenn C/Jen T

8th Grade Commiittee: Laurie Anderson

Successful end of the year celebrations, students had a great trip to close out their
Bedminster 8th grade, onto high school!

Budget Proposal & Adoption for 2026-27: Executive Board

The board met to review our finances and budget. Net budget for next year is $10,900,
on par with last year of $8k, difference is slight adjustment of spring fling expectations
as we anticipate some increases to costs.

Nominees for the 2026-2027 School Year:
President: Fareeha Rahim

Vice President: Allison Opperman
Secretary: Hiba Najeeb

Treasurer: Nadine Griffiths

Public Comments:

3 to 4 minutes for comments and/or questions in regards to any Agenda point or any
other topic related to the PTO. If any written documents are to be given to the PTO
Executive Board, please email them to the Board Secretary 2 days in advance of

meeting date: pto@bedminsterschool.org


http://www.bedminsterpto.org
mailto:pto@bedminsterschool.org

Volunteers Needed: committees for next year, contact pto@bedminsterschool.org

Closing Notes: Jenn Chang
Stop by our table this summer at the Bedminster Farmer’s Market!

*Please note: ALL MEETINGS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT ANY TIME
Meeting Closed at 7:48 pm

COMMENTS - We welcome any comments from the floor. However, please direct
any questions specifically pertaining to your child(ren) to the appropriate person
after the meeting or to the appropriate administrator during school hours. This
meeting is recorded for the purpose of writing minutes and to have a factual
record of the meeting once minutes are submitted and recordings are deleted.
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